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From the Desk of Father Curt...

From the Rector . .
Inside this issue:

As many of you may know I recently returned from a vacation trip
that included Sweden, Estonia, Russia, Finland and Denmark. Travel
can be, and perhaps should be, a learning experience and I learned far Mother Alice
more than I ever anticipated learning. Although St. Petersburg, Russia,
has long been an item on my “bucket list” little did I realize how amaz- .
ing that city really is. There is good reason it is one of those historic Birthdays, 3
sites protected by the United Nations. Anniversaries,

Notes from 2

But there was one thing that I learned (and maybe somewhere in my education that was a class Remem-
I slept through) but I easily identified the “onion domes” of Russian Orthodox Churches but brances
never had any idea what was the reason they chose this unique shape to top their worship
structures. Then simply in passing one of our guides commented that they were called “onion
domes” but were in fact attempts to remind those who looked at them of flames. That’s right, Monthly 4-5

flames.
' ' . Schedules
As I thought about this I thought why God chose to call Moses to be his representative to de-

liver the Israelites out of Egypt. He chose a bush that was in flames. I thought of the pillar of
fire that God used to lead these same Children of Israel when they left Egypt and spent 40 Vestry Minutes 6
years in the wilderness before he led them into the land He had promised to their fathers Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob. I thought of the “cloud” that was associated with that pillar of fire (a
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night) that disrupted the dedication of Solomon’s Temple Grace Trivia 7
(it definitely was not part of Solomon’s liturgy!). And I thought of Pentecost and the tongues Question of

as of fire that appeared on the heads of the disciples. the Month

I suppose if I had the opportunity to sit down with someone of the Russian Orthodox faith and

ask them what particular “fire” the domes were supposed to represent, I may find there is far ..

more symbolism than what came to my mind. Christian 7
Education

But I sort of like that idea of symbolizing God at work among his people in such a graphic
way. (No, I’'m not suggesting that Grace alter its structure!) When fire (controlled or uncon- Schedule
trolled) happens, things change. When God strikes a fire in our hearts and our lives things
change as well.

, , , o Newsletter 8
In a way we are starting a new year again at Grace. Our education program is beginning a new | g, bmission
season, our vestry will shift from a “maintenance” mode into planning and looking again at our .
Information

goals for the year, our choir will begin practicing and soon contributing again to our worship
services. In a way we are inviting God to light a fire in our lives and the life of Grace. My
prayer is that there is a “burning” in your life to search for new and challenging ways to live
out your faith as we serve God together.

Fr. Curt

Visit our website at www.crgraceepiscopal.org
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From the Desk of Mother Alice ...

Remembering Katrina

Six years ago we prayed for the people of New Orleans and those in the path of Katrina. No one

| imagined what followed. A million people left behind the homes they love. A storm of unimaginable
i force tore trees apart like kindling and its storm surge wiped away entire towns, like an eraser on a
blackboard. Heroic rescues by helicopter and boat had to leave bodies behind because there was only
time to save the living. Katrina left suffering on a scale beyond anything that had happened before in
America.

How does the Gospel speak to the experience of Katrina? Because it must. If the gospel does not speak to and for the tens of thou-
sands caught in the flood waters, the million displaced and homeless, the coast scrubbed bare and the broken lifelines to the rest of
country, if the gospel does not speak to this, then the gospel is just private comfort; it is just cozy words for the small discomforts of
privileged lives. What can the gospel say to all of this?

There is much the gospel does not say. It does not say that those who were caught in the floodwaters deserved it because they were
poor. People can argue about many things Christ said, but he was very clear about the poor. He did not despise them for being pow-
erless; he did not blame them for being poor. He spoke to them and for them and made it clear that anyone who had a part in keeping
people poor was very far indeed from the kingdom of heaven.

The gospel does not say that we can be unconcerned because all this is happening to people who are far away. The children of God
are all children of God, no matter how far flung that family is. It is truly and really our brothers and our sisters who are suffering and
homeless.

One more thing the gospel does not say. The gospel does not offer an easy comfort that this is all for the best; things will be better,
the old housing stock will be replaced with new, the families will rediscover what is most important. The gospel certainly offers us
comfort, but not an easy comfort that ignores the painful path that leads us there.

The Gospel speaks of the reality of pain and of suffering. Christ really felt pain; Christ really suffered on the cross. The ill, the
abandoned, the separated, the bereaved feel real pain and real suffering. The Gospel speaks of the reality of death. Christ really died
that day under the laughter of the Romans and the jeers of the Sanhedrin. There are really thousands who died from Katrina. If this
were all the gospel said it would not be good news.

But the gospel also tells us that love has overcome the power of death; love has the power to transform suffering. Christ died but
death could not hold him. In his new life he was himself transformed and he invited and invites all of us to take part in that new
abundant life. And this brings us around, from the memory of Katrina to a message that is two thousand years old:

“The one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You
shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself."
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.”

What is the gospel’s answer to Katrina and other disasters? Just this: the suffering and death are real but that we are also really em-
powered to be part of overcoming that death and suffering. We are called to be Christ’s body in the world and to do God’s work for
God’s children, our brothers and sisters. Let us gather at our Father’s table and give thanks for such overwhelming and transforming
love, and then let us take that love out into the world and do what we can do to bring love, healing and restoration to the suffering
world.
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8th
9th
9th
21st
22nd
28th
29th

"

September Special Dates

Birthdays
Olivia Croy
Dale Schirmer
Donna Wiley
Kathy Rhoads
Richard Delzer
Frances Haugen
Mason Eckley
! ‘

Anniversaries

5th  William and Linda Griffin
12th Gordon and Karla Gibson
26th  Dale and Rebecca Schirmer
29th  Mason and Ann Eckley

Remembrances

14th Margaret Averill
30th Rachel Miller Heneks
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September 2011 Schedules

Service Participants

Date Chalice/Crucifer Lay reader/Lector Acolytes Ushers

4th Doug Wilson Sandra Ong Allie Schirmer Gibsons

11th Kim Mclrvin Aileen ChangMatus |Rachel Tischer Eckleys

18th Jennifer Poyer Jeff Mann Rhett Thompson S Olson & L. Thomas
25th Sarah Thompson Jayne Wunschel Gordon Gibson Stewarts

More Schedules on Page 5

“God 1s speaking to all of us, all the time. The question is not, to whom
does God talk? The question is, who listens?”’
- Neale Donald Walsch, from his book When God Steps In, Miracles Happen

“We don't laugh because we’re happy, we’re happy because we laugh.”
- Dorothy Player, Rockingham, North Carolina
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September 2011 Schedules (cont)

Coffee Hour

4th: Jennifer Poyer, Julie Stulken, Pat Adney

| Ith: Judith Wetzel, Anne Bach, The Schirmers
I8th Karla Gibson, Bobbi Bowman, Susie Olson
25th: Diane Stewart, Pat Keller, Yvonne Davis

Please contact Sandra Ong if you are interested in volunteering

for coffee hour.

Altar Guild Green Square Meals
3-4: Jack and Susan Peterson September [9, 201
10-11: Kim Mclrvin, Susie Olson, Paddy Thorpe, and Barb Rood. Karla Gibson
Ann Eckley Gordon Gibson, Bobbie Bowman

[7-18: Judith Wetzel and Jayne Wunschel
24-25: Barb Cray, Judy Douglas, and Linda Thomas

Sandra Ong

Want to volunteer! Contact Karla Gibson

“Sometimes a winner 1s just a dreamer who won’t quit.”
- from the inspiring film Rudy
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From the Desk of Senior Warden:

Hope this finds all of you well. The Vestry met on August 24 with a very slim agenda. As
most of you know we did replace one of the Air Conditioning units that had stopped
working and repaired the other one. Gordon reported that he has sent an offer of set-
tlement to Alliant Energy in the amount of $2,000 which is the amount the Vestry ap-
proved by email vote. We are still waiting for a response from Alliant.

The Christian Education committee met and made plans for the upcoming year. The
mentors from last year are all still participating and Karla announced that Bobbie
Bowman andVirginia Michalicek will serving as substitutes this year.

The outreach commission also met and planned out some of the tentative dates for
events all the way up until the pie auction next year. These dates will be announced
when they are finalized. They also talked about possibly participating in the Alternative
Gift Market next year. Kim asked that the Vestry consider if they would like to have a
representative serve on the Helping hands ministry. The Vestry has asked her to do some
research on what that would entail.

The technology commission reported that GoDaddy is offering a discount to renew for
two years. The Vestry approved to renew it for the two year time period. The Diocese
has sent the request for our pledge for 2012. We will be discussing this further at the
September meeting after verifying some of the figures that the diocese based it on.

Karla reported that there was not much interest in the 5K walk/run this year so they
have elected to take this year off and talk about doing again next year.

The Convention of the Diocese of lowa will be held on October 28 and 29 and the
Vestry will be looking for volunteers to serve as delegates. Please let me know if you are

interested.

The NextVestry Meeting will be held on September 21,201 1.
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Grace Trivia Question of the Month by Susie Olson

Which cemetery located in Cedar Rapids had a Grace Episcopal Church plot?

Last month’s trivia question: Grace Episcopal was the 3rd church organized in Cedar Rapids. What were the
other two and which one of the three holds the distinction of occupying the same site for the longest period?

Answer : The first was St Paul's Methodist Episcopal in 1840 and 1841. The second was First Presbyte-
rian on July 12, 1847. Grace Episcopal has occupied the same site the longest.

Schedule for Christian Education

Aug. 28-Sept. 3 SCHIRMER tend garden

Sept. 4-Sept. 10  KIECKSEE tend garden
September 11 Sunday School Begins

Sept. 11-Sept. 17 DIRCKS tend garden

Sept. 18-Sept. 24 CROY tend garden

Sept. 25-Oct. 1  ECKLEY & CROCK tend garden

NOTE: When assigned to “tend garden” please pick one day during that week to weed, water,

& pick produce. Please switch with another person if unable to do the assigned week.
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Newsletter Submissions

Beginning in September 2009 all newsletter submissions will be due no later than the
I5th of the month for the next month’s newsletter. Please mark your calendars to
get those submissions in on time. This will give us time to get it together and

emailed and/or mailed out before the end of the month.

This is a very lengthy process and we would ask that you make a special effort to fol-
low the deadlines. Any submissions after the deadline will not be guaranteed.

(The only exception will be Vestry Minutes that would not be approved by that time.)

Reminders will be given, but we will not hunt you down.

Thank you for your cooperation

Send all Newsletter items to:
editor@crgraceepiscopal.org
Or drop off at Grace Church




POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Grace Episcopal Church

525 A Ave. NE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52401
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