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From the Desk of Father Curt … 

From the Rector 

                                                                           

As I write this, the day is still coming.  More than likely, as you read it, 

the day will have already be past.  It’s September 29, the day when we 

celebrate Saint Michael and All Angels.  There is a pretty good chance 

that for most of us, little note will be made of it. 
 

However, When we look at Scripture there may well be reason that the 

Church over the centuries has marked on day (it’s not always been the 

same day and isn’t the same from East to West even now).  The word “angel” means, literally, 

a messenger.  Messengers from God can be visible or invisible, and may assume human or non

-human forms.  (This is taken from a volume published by the Episcopal Church entitled 

Lesser Feasts and Fast.)  The article goes on to say that Christians have always felt themselves 

to be attended by healthful spirits – swift, powerful, and enlightening. 
 

What is interesting to me is how many stories have been connected to Saint Michael and also 

the attempts that have been made over the centuries to portray him in various media.  Ancient 

icons usually show a young “Michael” with a staff of some sort.  (His wings are usually large 

and feathered – as opposed to portrayals of Satan whose wings resemble those of a bat.)  Often 

stories associated with him during this time are stories of healing.  In the Middle Ages portray-

als of Michael show a warrior, often in helmet and carrying a shield.  Stories from that period 

of time tend to portray him as a military leader, head of the hosts of heaven in the struggle 

against Satan’s hosts.  According to Lesser Feasts and Fasts it is Michael who wards off evil 

from God’s people and delivers peace to them at the end of this life’s mortal struggle. 
 

Perhaps my personal memories of the day come from my time in England when Michaelmas 

was announced by the blooming of a certain daisy and initiated the fall term in college and 

university.  Also it was a “Bank Holiday” meaning that businesses were often closed.  If I’m 

not mistaken this is like many of our national holidays and now always falls on a Monday. 
 

So do we just look at all of this with a bit of idle curiosity and note that historically such days 

were marked and so are part of our “tradition?”  Or, is there something worthy of attention?  

I’m going to suggest the latter.  In our busy, pragmatic world we tend to elevate only that 

which is tangible and ignore the reality of that which is spiritual and intangible.  Scripture, 

however, opens to us that God in his wisdom and glory created not just our little world with its 

time and space, it’s material and comprehensible.  There is far more that we are unaware of 

and that will last far longer than we – or our world for that matter – will.  Only on rare occa-

sions, however, and in unique ways, God sometimes allows us to be aware that there is far 

more.  Recognizing Saint Michael and All Angels is one of those times that reminds us of His 

greatness and His majesty.  And I rather like to be reminded of such things. 

Fr. Curt 
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Francis, Little Brother to All The World 
 

October brings us the feast day of one of the towering souls we have 

been blessed to know. October 4th is the feast of St. Francis, a medieval 

saint who is very much a part of our world today and can still teach us 

much. Francis was born in 1182 to a wealthy Italian cloth merchant and 

for his first years enjoyed the pleasures and privileges that a rich young 

man enjoys everywhere. 

 

He underwent a profound conversion through an experience in the church of San Damiano. He 

seemed to hear Christ saying to him, "Francis, repair my falling house." He put this call into 

action by selling a bolt of his father’s cloth to use the money for repairs. Since he hadn’t asked 

permission his father was outraged. Francis declared himself "wedded to Lady Poverty", gave 

up all worldly goods, and devoted himself to serving the poor. 

 

His exemplary life of voluntary poverty and service to the poor were deeply attractive and a 

community of other men grew up around him, living out these ideals. But Francis did much 

more than renew the evangelical call to serve the poor. He felt that people were too prone to 

think of Jesus as far away and hardly human. One way he helped people rediscover Christ’s 

humanity was with the crèche at Christmas. Here people could see and touch an infant Jesus, 

one who was willing to live among us and suffer as we do. 

 

Another rediscovery by Francis changed our world in a surprising way. Francis took very seri-

ously the Genesis declaration that God proclaimed the physical world “very good.” It led him 

to his deep tenderness to the physical world, speaking of Brother Sun and Sister Moon, Brother 

Ass and Mother Earth in the Canticle of the Sun and elsewhere. This deep reverence and grati-

tude for the grace and power of the physical world led early Franciscans and many since to 

study the world. The fundamental rule of science, Ockham’s Razor, was put into words by an 

12th century Franciscan. 

 

Finally the very name of his order, Friars Minor (the Little Brothers), is reminder to all of us to 

truly be brothers and sisters to each other. With God as our father and Christ as our brother, we 

should follow Francis’s example whenever we can. 

 

From the Desk of Mother Alice … 
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Anniversaries 

Jeff and Leslie Croy  

Brad and Kathy Rhoads  

Paul Jeffrey and Mary Ellen 
Mann  

03  

04  

06  

07  

08  

09  

14  

Bob Tosh  

Robert Smith  

Vivienne Ogilvie  

Christine Mann  

Lyle Creger  

Mildred Langguth  

Roy Bindler  

01  

02  

04  

05  

06  

07  

09  

10  

11  

13  

14  

15  

26  

 

28  

Birthdays Remembrances 

October Special Dates 

Susie Olson  

Tami Kiecksee  

Darlene Eckley  

Jennifer Poyer  

Alexis Schirmer  

Jeri Gonzales  

Peter Haugen  

Rowe Zehms  

Jennifer Michalicek  

Steve Stulken  

Ayden Crock  

Michael Shedenhelm  

Ron Olson  

Rhett Thompson  

Yvonne Davis  

07  

07  

28  
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Service Participants  

October 2011 Schedules 

Date  Chalice/Crucifer  Lay reader/Lector  Acolytes  Ushers  

2nd  

 

Doug Wilson Sandra Ong Allie Schirmer S. Olson & L. Thomas 

9th  Kim McIrvin Aileen Chang-Matus Rachel Tischer Gibsons 

16th  Jennifer Poyer Jayne Wunschel Rhett Thompson Eckleys 

23rd  Sandra Ong Jeff Mann Gordon Gibson Stewarts 

30th  Gordon Gibson Chris Poyer  Stewarts 

     

More Schedules on Page 5  

Grace Trivia Question of the Month  by Susie Olson 

 

Why did Grace Episcopal switch to steam heat in 1893?  What type of heat warmed the 

church before that time? 

 

 

Last month’s trivia question:  Which cemetery located in Cedar Rapids had a Grace Episcopal Church plot?  

 
 

Answer :   Oak Hill Cemetery  
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October 2011 Schedules (cont) 

Cof fee Hour 

 

2nd:    Paddy Thorpe, Lisa Thorpe, Joy Twentyman 

9th:    Jayne Wunschel, Sandra Ong, Virginia Michalicek 

16th   Jennifer Poyer, Julie Stulken, Pat Adney 

23rd:  Judith Wetzel, Anne Bach, The Schirmers 

30th:  Karla Gibson, Bobbi Bowman, Susie Olson 

 

Please contact Sandra Ong if you are interested in volunteering 

for coffee hour. 

Altar Guild 
 

 

 1-2:      Jack and Susan Peterson 

 8-9:      Kim McIrvin, Susie Olson, Paddy Thorpe, and  

               Ann Eckley 

15-16:   Judith Wetzel and Jayne Wunschel 

 22-23:  Barb Cray, Judy Douglas, and Linda Thomas 

 29-30:  Jayne Wunschel and Judith Wetzel 

Green Square Meals 
 

October 17, 2011 

Barb Cray, Susie Olson 

Judith Wetzel, Yvonne Davis 

Virginia Michalicek 

 

Want to volunteer?  Contact Karla Gibson 
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From the Desk of Senior Warden: 

 

I hope this finds everyone well.  The Vestry met on September 21 and we were able to 

accomplish a lot at this meeting.  We named our Convention Delegates who will be Sue 

Magner and Aileen Chang-Matus.  The Vestry wants to thank them for their willingness to 

serve in this capacity.  We also approved our 2012 pledge to the Diocese of Iowa.   

 

The Outreach commission had suggested last month that we have a representative join 

the Helping Hands Ministry in Cedar Rapids.  This is a ministry of several churchõs that 

help provide much needed services to people in the community in need.  This can include 

many things like food, or help with electricity bills.  Kim McIrvin has offered to be our 

representative on their board and report back after each meeting. 

 

The Christian Education commission reported the kids have decided to do an Easter play 

rather than a Christmas play next year.  The Fellowship commission reported on some 

events that are being discussed and more information will be out soon including another 

trip to the Old Cremery Theater as well as a soup supper and a progressive dinner.  Keep 

your eye open for more information soon   

 

I reported during the Technology report that everyone should be aware of hackers in to 

your email.  I recently received an email from someone within our church that did not 

look like something she would send so I responded to her and said I received this email 

from and I donõt believe you sent it.  She also got a phone call from someone else on her 

list.  If you receive an email saying that someone got an email from you that you probably 

did not send, first check your sent folder and see if those emails are in there.  If they are 

in your sent folder that means someone hacked in to your email account and you need 

to change your password.  If it is not in there then you need to report it to your email 

provider right away, although it would not hurt to report it even if they are in your sent 

folder. 

 

As I write this I am thinking that I can not believe that October is almost here, which 

means Halloween and before you know it Thanksgiving and Christmas.  This year has 

flown by.  I have to say that this has been a pretty good year, even though some people 

maybe are not where they want to be but they are where they should be.   

 

Thank you all. 
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Newsletter Submissions 

 

 

Beginning in September 2009 all newsletter submissions will be due no later than the 

15th of the month for the next month’s newsletter.  Please mark your calendars to 

get those submissions in on time.   This will give us time to get it together and 

emailed and/or mailed out before the end of the month.  

 

This is a very lengthy process and we would ask that you make a special effort to fol-

low the deadlines.  Any submissions after the deadline will not be guaranteed.   

(The only exception will be Vestry Minutes that would not be approved by that time.) 

 

Reminders will be given, but we will not hunt you down. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation 

 

Send all Newsletter items to:      

editor@crgraceepiscopal.org       

Or     drop off at Grace Church  



 

 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

Grace Episcopal Church 

525 A Ave. NE 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 
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