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From the Rector

It was one of those “routine” visits that priests
make on parishioners who are homebound or re-
siding in a nursing home. I had fallen a couple
weeks behind schedule so was trying hard to do
more than the usual three in an afternoon and thus
was keeping a pretty close eye on the clock. I sat patiently waiting
while I was told stories I had heard at least a couple of times before
and also realized that some of the individuals she was talking about
went the way of all flesh 20 or 30 years ago but in her mind they
had been in and out of her room that morning.

Finally after my “allotted” time I asked if we could share a prayer
and started to pray both with thoughts of thanksgiving and also ask-
ing God to continue to bless not only this person but also those who
love her and those who care for her. I led into the Lord’s Prayer but
this time she didn’t join with me. That was something new as nor-
mally we would say it together.

I stood, held her hand for just a minute more, and then realized she
was trying to say something to me. I leaned a little more closely
and asked, “What was that?”” Then listening carefully I heard her
say, “And the Lord be good to you too.”

“And the Lord be good to you too.” I thought of the number of
benedictions I’ve heard, some rather lengthy and others very for-
malized. (The one I often use was given to us about 3500 years ago
when God instructed Moses, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying,
Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, The Lord
bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you,

and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
(Continued on page 2)
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From the Rector (continued from page |)

and give you peace. So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them”
Numbers 6:22-27.) I thought about how theologically involved some of them can be and
how much an effort is made to “explain” them. And then I thought of the sincerity of the
blessing I had just received. “And the Lord be good to you too.”

In this busy season moving beyond Christmas and into Epiphany, as we shift from 2011 to
2012, as we try to “recover” from all the events of the season of the year, a simple bless-
ing is something to appreciate.

And as each of you move into another year, I’'m going to suggest there’s nothing I really
wish more for you than what was given to me. “And the Lord be good to you too.”

A blessed New Year to each of you.

Fr. Curt
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The Order of the Daughters of the King

You may have noticed Episcopal women who always wear a silver modified Greek
Fleury cross either over the heart or on a chain around the neck. This is the emblem
of the Order of the Daughters of the King, a spiritual, praying Order, whose purpose
is evangelism. Through a disciplined rule of prayer and service, Daughters seek to
encourage in others and themselves a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.

A new chapter of the Order of the Daughters of the King has recently been formed
at Christ Church, Cedar Rapids. The members of the Chapter have invited anyone
from Grace who might be interested, to attend a meeting. The Chapter meets on the
last Thursday of the month, begins with an evening meal and includes prayer, wor-
ship, and, often a study of interest to the membership. If you have any questions or
would like to attend a meeting, please contact Jayne Wunschel, 319-373-1961.
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From the Desk of Mother Alice ...

The (Un?)Wise Men

In Epiphany, the church recalls Christ’s showing forth in the world. We
remember Christ’s baptism by John in the River Jordan, the beginning of
his ministry teaching, preaching and healing, and the awesome promise
of the transfiguration on the mount before Peter and John. But the season
y of Epiphany takes its name from an event much earlier in Christ’s life
than these, the arrival on the twelfth day of Christmas of the wise men,
the magi from the east (three in number, if they each brought a gift) that
tradition morphed into three kings, Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar.

These wise men sought “the child who has been born king of the Jews” so that they could pay
him homage. Unwisely, they came to the court of King Herod in their search. Herod sat on an
uneasy throne; he oppressed his people and was a stooge for the Romans. He got the nickname
“the Great” for his inspiring building projects, but even the glory of the rebuilt temple could
not make up for squeezing his people for the projects or killing his own sons to quiet his para-
noia.

This was the court where the wise men came for more information. Then as now the power in
the world did not want to hear about another ruler or the inbreaking of the kingdom of God.
Herod had a good deal and didn’t want to give it up for anyone else, even a king of the Jews
sent by God. So Herod did as the powers of the world always do; he tried to co-opt the wise
men with the intention of killing any competitor, any rival for his power. The wise men went
ahead and found Jesus; they did homage with their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. God
honored their intentions and protected them from Herod; God sent a vision so that they went
home safely by another way.

This Epiphany, be wise women and wise men. Seek out Christ in the world. He will not be in
the palaces of power. Christ will be waiting to greet you in the small places, in humility and
poverty. Let the quiet, unexpected light shine in your heart, give you hope and lead you on.
Bring Christ your gifts, whether they are gold or something as simple as a word of hope or a
deed of kindness. Go home by another way.
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January Special Dates

Birthdays Remembrances

5th Jennifer Dircks
22nd Jim Ward
27th Linda Griffin
31st Byson Croy

4th  Cecil McCurdy
5th Annie Griffin
7th Rachel Henekcs
George Sheriff
10th Doris Ellwood
12th Lorraine Main
Robert OO6Brine
13th Paul Clark
16th David Mann
17th Lester Eckley
20th Margaret Giltrap
21st John Davis
22nd Betty Sheriff
23rd DeWayne Westin
24th Rose Robinson

Anniversaries

5th Joe and Tami Kiecksee
19th Donna and John Wiley, Jr.
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January 2012 Schedules

Service Participants

Date Chalice/Crucifer Lay reader/Lector Acolytes Ushers

1st Doug Wilson Jane Wunschel Rachel Tischer Gibsons
Cameron Kiecksee

8th Kim Mclrvin Jeff Mann Rhett Thompson Eckleys
15th Jennifer Poyer Chris Poyer Alexis Schirmer Susie Olson and
22nd Gordon Gibson Aileen ChangMatus

Cameron Kiecksee

29th Sandra Ong Sarah Thompson Stewarts

More Schedules on Page 5

Grace Trivia Question of the Month by Susie Olson

This column is on hiatus for a couple of months. If you really like this column please contact Susie Ol-
son and let her know how much you like the column.
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Jaunary 2012 Schedules (cont)

Coffee Hour

Ist:  Jayne Wunschel, Sandra Ong, Virginia Michalicek
8th:  Jennifer Poyer, Julie Stulken, Pat Adney

I5th: Judith Wetzel, Anne Bach, The Schirmers

22nd: Karla Gibson, Bobbi Bowman, Susie Olson

29th: Diane Stewart, Pat Keller, Yvonne Davis

Please contact Sandra Ong if you are interested in volunteering

for coffee hour.

Altar Guild Green Square Meals

7-8:  Jack and Susan Peterson Monday, January 16, 2012

[14-15: Kim Mclrvin, Susie Olson, Paddy Thorpe, and Barb Rood. Karla Gibson
Ann Eckley Gordon Gibson, Bobbie Bowman

21-22: Judith Wetzel and Jayne Wunschel

28-29: Barb Cray, Judy Douglas, and Linda Thomas

Sandra Ong

Want to volunteer! Contact Karla Gibson

A Note from the Old Organ Grinder

Thanks to the church for my Thanksgiving gift. It’s much appreciated.
Chase
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From the Desk of Senior Warden:

| hope this finds everyone well and recovering from the hectic holidays. At the Decem-
ber Vestry meeting we approved the preliminary budget which included staff raises of 5%
for non-clergy staff. We had approved a 5% for clergy at a special meeting held on De-

cember 11. We al so approved to divide

as housing allowance which is something that just has to be approved each year.

The annual meeting is to be held on January |5 with our annual pot luck. We would like
all commission chairpersons to submit a report in writing to me one week before. The
chairperson will still have the opportunity to stand up and point out the highlights of
their report if they like. We also need more candidates to run for Vestry. We currently
have two volunteers and have three spots open. Please let me know as soon as you can
if you are interested.

The Outreach Commission reported having given out 7 thanksgiving packages and |5
thinking of you Christmas packages. The Helping hands ministry reported a low budget
for next year and as always they are in need, for more information contact Kim Mclrvin.
The Green Square Meals also sent a letter indicating that they are always look for more
hel p and next yeards budget 1is tight
Karla Gibson.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

On a personal Note:

|l wanted to take a moment to thank al
baptism, it was a great spread as it
it but dropped off goodies. Thank you so much for being part of our family.

Now we start confirmations.
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Looking forward . . .

Recently we have been informed that our Bishop will be making an
official visitation to Grace on March 25, 2012. Although this is pre-
liminary and we will be planning additional ways to mark his visit,
one thing we do want to plan for is confirmation. Over the last few
weeks we have been using our Adult Education hour as a time for in-
struction and at this point are anticipating three adults to be con-
firmed.

In addition, we would like to prepare those young people of our con-
gregation who also wish to be confirmed. We have tentatively set
Tuesday evenings, 6:30 — 8:00 as our time of instruction. We will be-
gin on January 3 and continue until the week before the visit.

It 1s also important to note that if there are others who wish to con-
sider confirmation or to be accepted into membership in the Episcopal
Church we ask that you speak to Fr. Curt about it as soon as possible.

As the Bishop has determined that parish visits will be made every
other year rather than every year as it has been in the past few years,
we want to make the most of this visit. If you have any thoughts about
what could be done to make this a meaningful visit for all of us here
at Grace, please let us know.
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COMFORT FOOD
(a new series)

When a friend is in need of a little TLC, no matter what the
reason, it’s our natural inclination to take them food to help
tide them over the rough spots. We’ve all been there one time
or another. But with our busy schedules, it has to be something that is easy to put together
and yet has to taste good so that it can help bring comfort to the person(s) we care about.

I am continuing this series with a quick and easy recipe from a long-time friend, Kathryn.

If you have a good and easy recipe to share with our congregation, please send it to edi-
tor@crgraceepiscopal.org

Easy 15-Minute Chili

1 1b. ground meat

2 16-0z. cans beans, drained and rinsed

1 32-0z can diced tomatoes, drained and rinsed

1/2 cup chopped onions

1 tbsp chili powder

1 tbsp cumin

Put in a pot and heat through, then simmer uncovered for 15 mins.
Serve with your favorite side dishes.

(Tastes even better the second day!)
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Newsletter Submissions

Beginning in September 2009 all newsletter submissions will be due no later than the
I5th of the month for the next month’s newsletter. Please mark your calendars to
get those submissions in on time. This will give us time to get it together and

emailed and/or mailed out before the end of the month.

This is a very lengthy process and we would ask that you make a special effort to fol-
low the deadlines. Any submissions after the deadline will not be guaranteed.

(The only exception will be Vestry Minutes that would not be approved by that time.)

Reminders will be given, but we will not hunt you down.

Thank you for your cooperation

Send all Newsletter items to:
editor@crgraceepiscopal.org
Or drop off at Grace Church




POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Grace Episcopal Church

525 A Ave. NE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52401
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