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From the Desk of Father Curt...

From the Rector . .
Inside this issue:

As I stood in front of the congregation last week and Notes from 3
heard our newsletter editor remind us that we were to get Mother Alice
our articles ready for the December issue, I reflected on
the fact that it was still about 10 days before Thanksgiving
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That may well be so. However, family is more than just a blood tie, more than || Question of
genetic identification. Family reflects love and care, family reflects acceptance || the Month
and forgiveness, family reflects support and encouragement. Sometimes our
family takes on a form that stretches far beyond the confines of four walls but || Vestry 7
it always is a gift of God, and those members are gifts from God to one another || Minutes
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Christmas is hope, not in the form of some vague desire that things might Reports 10

happen, but in the form of knowing that God does have something good in
store for us even when the evidefy see

suggest that as St. Luke records the Christmas story in his gospel, he could Comfort (}
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(continued on page 2)
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From the Rector (continued from page |)

Christmas is faithfulness . . . faithfulnes
promise as God’'s assurance that He would sen
of Eden, we know there is a lot of history that takes place between Eden and Bethlehem. But even when
mankind, and later the Children of Israel, would lose sight of that promise, God never did. One of my

favorite passages of the Christmas season i s
those days . . While a world was caught
way that brought all the pieces together as
a faithful God and even when we don’'t see Hi
not fail us.

Christmas is a responseaomusiovael adaptaei ph
Caredf'ter Scrooge has his “conversion,” he r
that begins, “Thank you very much, thank you
done for me.” |l " m not suggesting that as a
prehend the fullness of Christmas if we don’

of our hymns for Christmas has these verses:

Love came down at Christ, love all lovely, love divine;
Love was born at Christmas: star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine;
Worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and neighbor, love for plea and gift and sign.

A blessed Christmas to each of you!

Fr. Curt
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From the Desk of Mother Alice ...

Oh come, oh come Emmanuel!

Emmanuel. God with us.

Of the many names and titles we use to name Jesus, Emmanuel is one I return to
again and again. God with usThis is at the heart of the Christian hope. We do not

a worship, we do not love a distant God, a God sitting a great way off like a very good
watchmaker tending his machine.

We are blessed by the company of Emmanuel, God with us. God has been closer to
us than breathing from the beginning. We breath with the breathe of his Spirit, we live with the life God gives
us. But at Christmas the mystery of Emmanuel deepens and brings even greater joy. Emmanuel, God with us,
takes on human flesh and bones and nature. God comes to pitch his tent among us, and live with us. No longer
can any one say of God that the creator made the world and left it to suffer. Emmanuel came and lived among
us, as one of us.

Jesus knew our sufferings and our sorrows, our hopes and our joy. In becoming incarnate Jesus lifted the very
human nature up to the fullness God always intended for humans to become, and overcame the burden of sin
and death that people had brought upon ourselves. Who would have guessed that the Son of God would come
among us in poverty and humility, even as a poor and helpless child? And so Emmanuel, God with us, came to
be with those God loves, loves better than we can imagine, better than we can ever deserve.

Oh come, oh come Emmanuel!

LENDING CLOSET CHALLENGE

As some of you already know, we recently received a Jubilee Grant in the amount of $50.00 from the Diocese.
This grant came with a challenge to multiply it as in the recent gospel lesson about the man with his slaves and
the talents. With that in mind, the Lending Closet would like to challenge all our parishioners to donate $5.00
(one tenth of the total grant amount) to the lending closet for the purchase of much needed equipment. A box
will be placed on the side altar in the coffee room for your donations. Thank you for your help and sup-

port. We'll let you know how much multiplying we can do!!!

The Lending Closet
Jim, Diane and Susie
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December Special Dates

Birthdays Remembrances

1st Betty Croy
Rachel Tischer

5th Jerome J. Juba
8th John Robinson
21st George Baxter
23rd  William Elwood
24th  Norma Clark
26th Mary Selzer
Bert Livingston
28th Emelyn Boyd
Tommy Thompson

Dorothy Wilson
4th  Shirley Waldrep
13th Olivia Kennedy
15th John Markham
19th Karla Gibson
24th  Julie Stulken
28th Rebecca Schirmer

9%,

Anniversaries

6th Jack and Susie Peterson
15th Susie and Ron Olson
19th Don and Joanne Ribble
26th Tom and Mother Alice Haugen
28th Aileen Chang -Matus and
Ron Matus
29th  Victor and Marilyn Morse
30th Father Paul and Cindy Fuessel
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December 2011 Schedules

Service Participants

Date Chalice/Crucifer Lay reader/Lector Acolytes Ushers
4th Doug Wilson Jeff Mann Allie Schirmer Gibsons
11th Kim Mclrvin Aileen ChangMatus |Rachel Tischer

Ayden Crock

18th Sandra Ong Sarah Thompson Rhett Thompson Eckleys

24th Gordon Gibson Jayne Wunschel Allie Schirmer Stewarts
J Croy, Thurifer

25th Gordon Gibson Chris Poyer Stewarts

More Schedules on Page 5

Grace Trivia Question of the Month by Susie Olson

This column is on hiatus for a couple of months. If you really like this column please contact Susie Ol-
son and let her know how much you like the column. Thanks!

Last mont hdés Inwhatwdaravas this agypitalisedvive at Grace Episcopal Church, Commun-
ion at 7:30 A. M., Morning Prayer and sermon at 10:30 A. M, Sunday School at 2:30 P.M. and evening
prayer and sermon at 7:30 P.M? The choir consisted of 80 men and boys.

Answer: 1890
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December 2011 Schedules (cont)

Coffee Hour

4th:  Judith Wetzel, Anne Bach, The Schirmers
I 1th: Karla Gibson, Bobbi Bowman, Susie Olson
I8th: Diane Stewart, Pat Keller, Yvonne Davis
25th  No coffee hour today

Please contact Sandra Ong if you are interested in volunteering

for coffee hour.

Altar Guild Green Square Meals

3-4:  Jack and Susan Peterson December 19, 2011

10-11: Kim Mclrvin, Susie Olson, Paddy Thorpe, and Barb Cray, Susie Olson
Ann Eckley Judith Wetzel, Yvonne Davis

[7-18: Judith Wetzel and Jayne Wunschel

24-25: Barb Cray, Judy Douglas, and Linda Thomas

Virginia Michalicek

Want to volunteer! Contact Karla Gibson

GI BSON’' § ANNUOANLYIMRSPERTY
December 10, 2011 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
1399 11th Street, Marion

Call 377-6943 for directions or rides
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From the Desk of Senior Warden:

|l hope this finds you all well. | can
the end of the year. With that in mind we are beginning to plan our annual meeting,

which has been scheduled for January |5 immediately following service. We will most

likely do some sort of food event for lunch that day but there will be more information

to come soon.

We have three openings on Vestry this year. Doug and | will be ending our terms on Ves-
try and Jeri is ending the one year term she was elected for and is eligible to be nomi-
nated to run for another term . We do need some parishioners to step up and stand for
nomination. If you are interested or think you may be interested come talk to me.

The Vestry is asking the treasurers to come up with a method of better tracking ex-
penses for the Medical Lending Closet including dividing up the secretary pay so that the
congregation has a better idea of how that is divided but also in the even we start to ap-
ply for funding it would be necessary to have some records for that. The Treasurers are
working very hard to get us a preliminary budget as quickly as possible. Please get your
pledge cards in if you have not done so already.

The admin commission reported that the Pub Dishwasher in the kitchen downstairs is
broken, the Christian Ed commission reported that the kids were going to do the read-
ings for Advent again this year.

The Outreach commission reported on the Thanksgiving gifts that were going out and
Kim gave a report on the Helping Hands Steering Committee meeting that had been held
recently.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at anytime. Thank you for all you
do to make Grace our second home.

Dale Schirmer
Senior Warden
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Reports from the 159th Diocese of lowa Convention:

Rat her than go into the details of this year's

I gleaned from it and will share it with you.

My first impression and one that lasted throughout the Convention was an all-pervasive unity of spirit that per-
sisted for the duration of the Convention. There was for me a sense of true universal regard even as various Reso-
lutions were brought up for debate. (The one brought forward by the Three Rivers Chapter passed, by the way,
thanks to Kim's judicious assistance.)

Overall, the convention called on us to remember who we are in God: to acknowledge the role of tradition, but to
be ready for a change. For example at the Euch
der to make real the words of St. Jude and Simon — that we are all ministers of Christ. The bishop himself came
among us to preach. At the offertory, the congregation was led in a three-verse song to be repeated three times —
or it was meant to be. Instead, the congregation kept on singing and at my last count had sung through five verses.
When there seemed to be no ending, they were motioned it was time to stop. Instead in the spirit of change, the
congregation HUMMED for several more minutes. No words can describe the sense of unity, closeness and being
in the presence of Christ than did that part of service other than the Holy Eucharist. I hope we will have the oppor-
tunity to sing this at Grace.

On Friday, I was similarly spiritually moved when Bishop Scarf and Bishop Giles walked among us at the first
plenary session. They sprinkled blessed water on the delegates looking each in the eye as they did so. There were
other similar spiritual experiences for me throughout the convention each one confirming the humanity and reality
of the visible church. Each day thank-you boxes were placed on the table for donations. As resolutions were
brought to the floor, discussion continued in a civil respectful manner. I was told that this was a unique convention
in that there were no real areas of controversy.

In the display area there were several interesting displays. One that might especially interest Aaron was the worm
project. The worms are used to produce a fertile soil. One church sold coffee toffee candy. Another sold knitted
items. There was the list of Jubilee Congregations including the Grace Lending closet. In addition, there were sev-
eral presentations of the youth activities and ministries including the camps and retreats for youngsters through
college-age. Pictures of the progress in Haiti were heartwarming and an assurance we make a difference. The mis-
sion in Swaziland was also impressive. From the dental clinic, to assisting to provide water pumps, and to sharing
meals and smiles surely show Christ in action.

Among the ideas brought forth by father Giles was being ourselves as ministers of Christ to those among us. To be
a welcoming church to embrace those in need to see beyond the past and the present into the future. We all know
that the times we are in can place many people at risk. Yet, sometimes all it takes is a warm cup of tea or coffee,
some tasty treats and friendly conversation to show others that God is indeed present among us. In fact we named
Our Coffee Hour as one of the events which define us as does the medical lending closet .

I't is now time fornos$ bogaskojkestshéue mboe@ whii

am thinking perhaps that we could have “a come
haps we could invite the AA and NA groups that meet in our basement to join us for one of our famous meals.
Maybe we could distribute our brochures, if we
For those who are alone or on the road, a listening ear, a pat on the shoulder, a warm hug, or a silent prayer could
make all the difference. It did for me when |

Respectfully submitted Susan Magner delegate 159™ annual list of the convention
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Reports from the 159th Diocese of lowa Convention (cont.):

| asked to go to convention this year because this is the time when clergy and lay of all the congrega-
tions gather. They, we, celebrate our common love of a God who continually creates us for good things
and a savior who loves us unconditionally. Delegates also confront questions and policy issues together,
and they elect individuals to fulfill some positions. This may not sound inspiring, but it is an expression
of what it means for all of our churches to be in community as one great Church, our practical working
out of how we will all do things together. And indeed all are there together - the large parishes and the
smallest missions, the urban churches and the rural ones, the ones founded before the Civil War and
the new congregation recently formed in Indianola. Not only clergy but lay people are fully involved in
every activity, discussion, and decision. At Convention, the beautiful diversity of the Diocese of lowa is

very Vvisible and busy cooperating for Godds wor

| knew this about Convention because | had attended once before as an alternate lay delegate, and
since then | have assisted at the youth conference that is offered along with it. Though | love helping
with that program also, this year | asked to be a delegate so that | could directly participate, and | am
grateful that Grace gave me that opportunity. | thought that Father Curt also made exemplary efforts to
share information ahead of time with Sue, Judith and me, so that we could feel informed and comfort-

able participating, and really appreciated that.

This year we considered issues such as whether to re-examine the ways positions in the diocese are
organized and funds are gathered in order for the church to function in the healthiest ways possible for
todayds circumstances. I't was interesting that
nominating committee, which found that it was difficult to find nominees for all the posts and thought
we should asks ourselves whether we were, in all these areas, using the best plan. | thought there was a
similarity to our own congregationds experience

sparse.

Another special moment was the election of our own Alice Haugen to the position of Board of Di-
rectors. Congratulations and thank you, Mother Alice! At the Saturday morning Eucharist, members of
many congregations carried a brick forward and set them down together in the outdoor chapel of St.
Paul 6s Cat hedr al Church, representing the bui
doing in our home parishes. | carried the brick for Grace, C.R., remembering all the dedication and

o

work all our members give all year long.

Again, | would like to thank the vestry and all the people of Grace for my opportunity to participate
in Convention this year. Thanks also to Fr. Curt for his gracious involvement in helping all of us to feel
prepared. Here | have given a few reflections on my experience, but | hope that if you are curious you
will ask me more about aspects that interest you. | hope very much that others from Grace will con-
sider representing Grace at the annual Di ocesan

2012.

Respectfully submitted Aileen Chang-Matus, delegate 159™ annual list of the convention
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Reports from the 159th Diocese of lowa Convention (cont.)

I went to Convention as an expectant visitor, not knowing what to expect, but knowing that I would en-
joy it. I had no idea what God had in store for me. When I attended Mass at the Cathedral Church of St.
Paul in Des Moines on Saturday morning, I was in for an astonishing surprise. Part of the ritual (during
the offering) was a song with hand gestures entitted A Ta k e, O T a k e Thel@ng A enly 2
lines and they are:

“Take, O take me as | am; summon
Set your seal upon my heart and

Mrs. Scarfe was up front at the altar and signed the words to the song. She is truly an artist. If you
haven't seen her, you have missed a truly
signing, it’'s still a wonderfully moving ex

If that had been the only positive experience I took away from the mass, I would have been happy, but
God had another experience ready for me. The repetition of the song several times made a profound
effect on me. I started crying and was un
because I could watch Mrs. Scarfe and follow the words with the rest of the congregation. I can truly say
that God lives in me. I thought so before this experience, but now I know it for sure!

Respectfully submitted, Judith Wetzel, visitor at the 159™ Convention

( May God come and pitch his tent
among us during Advent!

Have yourself a merry little

Christmas!
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COMFORT FOOD
(a new series)

When a friend is in need of a Iitt]l
clination to take them food to help
one time or another. But with our busy schedules, it has to be something that is easy to
put together and yet has to taste good so that it can help bring comfort to the person(s) we
care about. I am continuing this series with a quick and easy recipe from my oldest son,
Ben.

If you have a good and easy recipe to share with our congregation, please send it to edi-
tor@crgraceepiscopal.org

Easy Hamburger Stroganoff

1 1b Ground Beef

1 Small Onion Chopped

I Can Cream of Mushroom Soup.
1/2 C. Milk

2 C. Cooked Noodles

2 T. Butter or Margarine

1 t. Salt

1/4 t. Pepper

1/2 C. Sour Cream

Brown ground beef; drain fat. Sauté onions until tender. Stir in soup,

milk, noodles, butter, salt, and pepper; simmer, covered, 10-15 minutes.
Uncover and simmer 10 minutes. Remove from heat and stir in sour cream.
Heat through but do not bring to boil. Serve immediately.

e
t
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Newsletter Submissions

Beginning in September 2009 all newsletter submissions will be due no later than the
I5th of the month for the next month’s newsletter. Please mark your calendars to
get those submissions in on time. This will give us time to get it together and

emailed and/or mailed out before the end of the month.

This is a very lengthy process and we would ask that you make a special effort to fol-
low the deadlines. Any submissions after the deadline will not be guaranteed.

(The only exception will be Vestry Minutes that would not be approved by that time.)

Reminders will be given, but we will not hunt you down.

Thank you for your cooperation

Send all Newsletter items to:
editor@crgraceepiscopal.org
Or drop off at Grace Church




POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Grace Episcopal Church

525 A Ave. NE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52401
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