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From the Desk of Father Curt...

From the Rector

We stood in the shade at the cemetery and waited while the family
that had gathered to say their last farewell to their father, grandfather,
uncle, and brother. As sad as the situation was, it was still a beautiful
experience as they shared memories, shed some tears and appreciated
some hugs. As part of the funeral home staff [ was appreciative that
we had done what we could to make it a positive experience for this
family but I also found my mind wondering as I looked over the
nearby grave markers, the floral tributes left by some who still mourned deaths that happened
some years back, and then caught myself looking at dates. It was then that I noticed the man
we were burying was five days younger than I am.

Later back at the funeral home I happened to mention this to the funeral director and he
smiled at me and said, “You know what that means, don’t you, Curt?” I think I frowned and
he added, “Don’t waste a day!” We both laughed and then talked about the plans for the ball
game we were going to a couple days later.

It did remind me of something else. Planning, whether it is making a list for going to the
grocery store to preparing for a trip; making sure we’ve got appropriate clothing for the com-
ing season or buying Christmas presents, it all takes planning.

Planning is also important as we consider the end of life. Over the last few months I’ve sold a
number of niches for our columbarium. I’ve also talked about plans for services that some of
our members have made. Just this past week I had the request, “Fr. Curt, if something happens
to me will you please use the King James Version of the Bible for the readings?”

Those aren’t really the kinds of things we like to dwell upon but we also have to recognize
that they are inevitable. If you don’t share with someone else what your plans and desires are
there are loved ones who will be left guessing. It might be “trusting” to just let it up to some-
one else, but you can certainly make it a lot easier for that person if you let them know what
your thoughts are.

At Grace we also keep files or individuals who have expressed their wishes as to how they
would like a memorial service for them to be conducted.

God has blessed us with so many material blessings and we are so often reminded to make
certain that we have prepared a will or some other means by which our material possessions
will be passed on when we no longer are part of this life. Remembering that a memorial ser-
vice can also be a powerful witness of your faith to those you love, it’s a last privilege you
have to let them know the importance of your faith in God when you have gone to be with
Him.

So, if the last word for this month is planning, plan well! And as my friend put it, “Don’t
waste a day!”

Fr. Curt
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From the Desk of Mother Alice ...

Jon Daniels, Martyr For Our Times

We tend to think of martyrs as people who lived and died for their faith long ago. Perhaps this is
comforting as it suggests that we no longer need to consider the possibility of dying or even suffering
for our faith. On 14 August we remember Jonathan Myrick Daniels, who died in 1965. When in high
school, he spent about a month in the hospital and used the time for reflection. Soon after, he joined
the Episcopal Church and also began to consider the possibility of the priesthood. After college he
_ entered Harvard University to study English literature. The following spring in 1962 during Easter
services, he experienced a conversion and renewal of grace. Part of this was a definite decision to
study for the priesthood, and he enrolled at Episcopal Theological Seminary in the fall of 1963, ex-
pecting to graduate in the spring of 1966.

In March 1965 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, asked students and others to join him in Selma to march
to the state capital in Montgomery to show support for civil rights. The request reached the campus of ETS, and during Evening
Prayer at the chapel, Jon Daniels decided that he was called to go. Of this experience he wrote:

"My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." I had come to Evening Prayer as usual
that evening, and as usual I was singing the Magnificat with the special love and reverence I have always felt for Mary's
glad song. "He hath showed strength with his arm." As the lovely hymn of the God-bearer continued, I found myself pecu-
liarly alert, suddenly straining toward the decisive, luminous, Spirit-filled "moment" that would, in retrospect, remind me of
others--particularly one at Easter three years ago. Then it came. "He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath ex-
alted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things." I knew then that I must go to Selma. The Virgin's
song was to grow more and more dear in the weeks ahead.”

He left with others for Selma and decided that they must stay longer. They got permission to stay in Selma, taking part in
marches, studying there and returning to take exams. In May, Jon went back to ETS to take examinations and complete other re-
quirements, and in July he returned to Alabama, where he helped to produce a listing of local, state, and federal agencies and other
resources legally available to persons in need of assistance.

On Friday 13 August, Jon and others went to Fort Deposit to picket three local businesses. Saturday they were arrested and
held in the county jail in Hayneville until they were bailed out. After their release on Friday 20 August, four of them went to enter a
shop. A man with a shotgun met them at the door and told them to leave or be shot. After a short dispute, he aimed the gun at a
young girl in the group. Jon pushed her out of the way, took the shotgun blast and was killed instantly. Shortly before his death he
wrote:

I lost fear in the black belt when I began to know in my bones and sinews that I had been truly baptized into the Lord's
death and Resurrection, that in the only sense that really matters [ am already dead, and my life is hid with Christ in God. I
began to lose self-righteousness when I discovered the extent to which my behavior was motivated by worldly desires and
by the self-seeking messianism of Yankee deliverance! The point is simply, of course, that one's motives are usually mixed,
and one had better know it.”

As Judy and I said the daily offices day by day, we became more and more aware of the living reality of the invisible "communion
of saints"--of the beloved community in Cambridge who were saying the offices too, of the ones gathered around a near-distant
throne in heaven--who blend with theirs our faltering songs of prayer and praise. With them, with black men and white men, with all
of life, in Him Whose Name is above all the names that the races and nations shout, whose Name is Itself the Song Which fulfills
and "ends" all songs, we are indelibly, unspeakably ONE. (with thanks to James Kiefer's Christian Biographies)

In remembering the witness of Jon Daniels, let us pray:

O God of justice and compassion, who put down the proud and the mighty from their place, and lift up the poor and af-
flicted: We give you thanks for your faithful witness Jonathan Myrick Daniels, who, in the midst of injustice and violence, risked
and gave his life for another; and we pray that we, following his example, may make no peace with oppression; through Jesus Christ
the just one: who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
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August Special Dates

Birthdays Remembrances
5th  Hannah Thompson 1st Thomas Robinson
6th Catherine Aswegan 2nd Thomas Maudsley
19th Barbara Cray 3rd Elaine Kohl
Michael Griffin Paul Bordwell
20th Dinah Bloomhall 4th Rosa Lee Marin
26th  Ann Eckley 5th Homer Mann

Adrien Stulken

31st Kandice Dircks

Sy

Anniversaries

6th
10th
11th
13th

18th
29th

\\

7th  Sarah and Rod Thompson
29th  John and Frances Markham

Sl
N

Yvonne Jieouch
Lucile Kampman
John Mann

Rowe Zehms, Sr.
Dorothy Maudsley
Darrell Bower
Ruth Jean Creger
Edward Aswegan
Cleo Shanklin
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August 2011 Schedules

Service Participants

Date Chalice/Crucifer Lay reader/Lector Acolytes Ushers

7th Doug Wilson Sandra Ong Allie Schirmer Gibsons

14th Kim Mclrvin Aileen ChangMatus |Rachel Tischer Eckleys

21st Jennifer Poyer Jeff Mann Rhett Thompson S Olson & L Thomas
28th Sandra Ong Chris Poyer Gordon Gibson Stewarts

More Schedules on Page 5

The Grace Medical Lending Closet wishes to thank Susie Olson for her help and sup-
port. She has braved the heat and donated her time and talents to us on Fridays.

Jim and Diane can't begin to thank her enough - We don't know how we did without
her!

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, AND THANK YOU AGAIN!!!

CHOIR PRACTICE AUGUST 24TH AT 6 PM. EVERYBODY’S WELCOME!
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August 2011 Schedules (cont)

Coffee Hour

7th:  Karla Gibson, Bobbi Bowman, Joanne Ribble
|4th: Diane Stewart, Pat Keller, Yvonne Davis

21st: Paddy Thorpe, Lisa Thorpe, Joy Twentyman
28th: Jayne Wunschel, Sandra Ong, Virginia Michalicek

Please contact Sandra Ong if you are interested in volunteering

for coffee hour.

Altar Guild Green Square Meals
6-7: Jack and Susan Peterson August 15, 2011
13-14:  Kim Mclrvin, Susie Olson, Paddy Thorpe, and Barb Cray, Susie Olson
Ann Eckley Judith Wetzel, Yvonne Davis
20-21: Judith Wetzel and Jayne Wunschel Virginia Michalicek
27-28: Barb Cray, Judy Douglas, and Linda Thomas
Want to volunteer? Contact Karla Gibson

PRAYER CHAIN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

If you are interested in being a part of the newly-formed prayer chain for members and
friends of Grace Episcopal Church, please contact Dorothy Wilson at 319-362-4458 for

further information. All are welcome to join us in prayer.
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From the Desk of Senior Warden:

At the July Vestry meeting we discussed the excess boiler fund money and what some
possible uses might be. Kim and Karla put together a list of items that could be potential
projects and the Vestry will send out a survey for the congregation to fill out and give
their feedback on what everyone feels should be a priority.

The Outreach commission reported that they will be having a meeting on August 7 after
church. There was some discussion on how the Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets had
been handled. The Pastoral care will give the names to the Outreach commission and the
Outreach commission will handle developing and distributing them.

It was reported that the proceeds from the last movie night was $168.00. Thank you to
all those who donated and helped during the event to make it a success.

Rector Discretionary Fund

The first Sunday of each month has been designated as the discretionary Fund Sunday.
This means that any | oose offering goes
make a donation by check and designate it to the discretionary fund by writing it in the
memo line on your check.
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Grace Trivia Question of the Month by Susie Olson

Grace Episcopal was the 3rd church organized in Cedar Rapids. What were the other two and
which one of the three holds the distinction of occupying the same site for the longest period?

Last month’s trivia question: What month and year was the "Grace Church Ghost" in the Evening Gazette?
A photographer got an extremely good negative. Thousands of people waited in the street to watch the ghost
walk.

Answer : May 1902

Schedule for Christian Education

Aug. 7-Aug. 13 TISCHER tend garden

August 10 Outreach craft project (Noon-4:00 pm) BRING SACK LUNCH

Aug. 14-Aug. 20  THOMPSON & POYER tend garden

Aug. 21-Aug. 27 STULKEN tend garden

August 21 Outreach craft project (after church-3:00 pm) BRING SACK LUNCH
Aug. 28-Sept. 3  SCHIRMER tend garden

Sept. 4-Sept. 10  KIECKSEE tend garden

September 11 Sunday School Begins

Sept. 11-Sept. 17 DIRCKS tend garden

Sept. 18-Sept. 24 CROY tend garden

Sept. 25-Oct. 1 ~ ECKLEY & CROCK tend garden

NOTE: When assigned to “tend garden” please pick one day during that week to weed, water,

& pick produce. Please switch with another person if unable to do the assigned week.
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Newsletter Submissions

All newsletter submissions will be due no later than the 15th of the month for the
next month’s newsletter. Please mark your calendars to get those submissions in on
time. This will give us time to get it together and emailed and/or mailed out before

the end of the month.

This is a very lengthy process and we would ask that you make a special effort to fol-

low the deadlines. Any submissions after the deadline will not be guaranteed.

Reminders will be given, but we will not hunt you down.

Thank you for your cooperation

Send all Newsletter items to:
editor@crgraceepiscopal.org
Or drop off at Grace Church




POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Grace Episcopal Church

525 A Ave. NE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52401
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